
preached or when Pastor 
Dale spoke. The day 
before we left, Pastor 
John from one of the 
village churches told me 
that because of the work 
our team did in his 
village that week, he had 
45 new people at his 
church on Sunday. Praise 
the Lord! One pastor told 
Dale that a lady they had 
prayed 3 years for had 
come to Christ. Praise 
the Lord, He blessed the 
generosity of our EMM 
donors that helped 
provide all these good 
things. 
 
Yes, we shared food, but 
we also shared spiritual 
food. In the city of Arad, 
EMM hosted over 15 
meal events which were 
well attended. In the 
setting of a nice 
restaurant in a hotel, 
people of all walks of 
life came with their 
friends. From the 
disabled to elite 
politicians, all heard the 
same message of love, 
repentance, forgiveness, 
and faith. One blind man 
at the disabled luncheon 
said to me, “I cannot see 
with my eyes, but I can 
now see with my soul 
and that is more 
important.” Let me tell 
you, that fired me up for 
the rest of the week! 
Teachers, doctors, 
husbands and wives, 
teenagers, and retired 
people all came bringing 
their non-Christian 

Solomon told us that “A 
generous man will 
himself be blessed for he 
shares his food with the 
poor”.  How right 
Solomon was! Day after 
day, our team went into 
the villages outside of 
Arad to give to the poor; 
and they were blessed by 
doing so. The first day 
we were there, Alan 
Stewart, a long time 
EMM board member, 
told us how he led a 
crippled man to the Lord 
at one of our eye-glass 
clinics. Later that 
afternoon when Alan and 
the rest of team went out 
to the homes to distribute 
‘Happy Boxes’ to the 
poor, Alan ended up at 
this very man’s home. 
He went inside and gave 
them the gift and the 
family began to cry. You 
see, they live on only 
$50.00 a month that is 
given to them by the 
government. When you 
have a wife and 4 

children, that does not go 
far!  
 
In a period of 4 days you 
helped us give out over 
1,200 pair of eye-glasses 
and almost 200 ‘Happy 
Boxes’ to people who 
were truly in need. Our 
team filled the boxes the 
day we arrived in Arad 
and began distributing 
them the very next day. 
The boxes contained the 
following: sugar, flour, 
oil, rice, pasta, canned 
meat, cookies, dish soap, 
detergent, a hand knit 
beanie cap, and of 
course, a lot of love.  
 
The impact of the 
humanitarian work was 
immediate. As we spent 
time sharing and praying 
with the people in their 
homes, it was easy to 
invite them out to a meal 
that evening that was 
hosted by EMM and the 
local churches. Many of 
those people came and 
professed Christ when I 

Blessings Poured Out by Dan Owens 

Inside this issue: 

Blessings Poured Out 1 

Jesus Loves Gypsies 2 

Team Testimonies 3 

Planting Seeds for the Future 4 

The Seed Keeps Bearing Fruit 4 

IMPACTIMPACTIMPACT   
MISSION ARADMISSION ARAD  

NOVEMBER 2010NOVEMBER 2010   

Dan Owens preached the 
Good News of Christ at many 
meal events targeting differ-
ent groups of people. Over a 
period of five days over 500 
people committed their lives 
to Christ.  

At the Civic luncheon Dan Owens shared Christ with 
many influential people, including the Mayor of Arad 
Gheorghe Falca, a presidential hopeful.  

EMM blessed the “least of 
these” by providing a lunch 
for the disabled. “One could 
sense Christ in the room,” 
Dan said, as about two dozen 
of these souls opened their 
hearts to Christ’s love.  



said that her husband told her 
that Jesus tells us to turn the 
other cheek. Gypsies are 
looked down upon by many in 
Romania. Praise God that she 
had some knowledge of Jesus 
and valued His teaching. 
When we asked them if they 
were to die today if they knew 
where they would go, their 
faces turned very sad and the 
woman in green pointed down 

When we arrived with Happy 
Boxes for this family of gyp-
sies they were shouting with 
joy, clapping, and dancing 
around. Even the dogs were 
happy. 
  
These families all live togeth-
er in a very small area and 
survive on about $50 a month. 
The young girl in the blue 
sweater is 14 years old and 
she just got married. Her sis-
ter in the red scarf is 21 years 
old and pregnant with her 7th 
child. The woman in the 
green sweater is their mother. 
She told us that she worries 
every day when her husband 
goes out to find work that he 
will not make it home, or that 
he will die of a heart attack.  
  
We told them that we were 
bringing two boxes of goodies 
to them as a gift because we 
love Jesus, and asked if they 
knew who Jesus was. The 
woman in the green sweater 

to the ground. We shared the 
Gospel message and told 
them just how much Jesus 
loves them. Praise the Lord, 
this family decided to accept 
our boxes, and the most pre-
cious gift of all, the gift of 
salvation. 
 
Jill Griffin  

 
 

Jesus Loves Gypsies 
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Arad, and the surrounding 
villages, we were able to see 
hundreds come to Christ who 
are now being brought into the 
fellowship of the church. You 
were generous in giving to 
Mission Arad, and I trust that 
God will be generous to you 
and bless you. Speaking of 
blessings, the beanie caps 
were handmade by a dear 
woman I’ve known for many 
years by the name of Marcia 
up in the Bay Area. She had 
made over 400 of them and 
wondered what she would do 
with them. She just wanted to 
be used of the Lord and bless 
people with her caps. Then she 
heard about us going to 

friends with them to hear the 
Gospel.  
 
One church truly blessed me 
as they shared that 220 people 
from their church had brought 
over 600 people to the events 
to hear the Gospel and many 
had come to Christ. It’s a 
reminder that evangelism is 
really about relationships: 
people bringing people. 
Someone even brought the 
Mayor of Arad and a member 
of parliament to a special 
lunch and it is our prayer that 
the message took root in them. 
 
As a result of our partnership 
with you, the churches in 

Romania. To make a long 
story short, I was able to go 
to her home and pick up 200 
of them, take them to 
Romania, and put one in 
each ‘Happy Box’. Now, 
how blessed do you think 
she is, knowing that her 
small gift touched the lives 
of 200 people? Yes, 
Solomon still has it right: 
“A generous person will be 
blessed.” So keep blessing 
others and thank you for 
blessing me! 
 
Dan Owens 
 
 

Blessings Poured Out (continued) 

Gary Losey helps to organ-
ize all the packages of food 
items for the Happy Boxes. 

This man (sporting his new 
beanie) and his wife received a 
surprise visit and a Happy Box. 
They both made a decision for 
Jesus and are now believers. 

Alan Stewart and Janet 
Noweir build the boxes with 
joy. 

Pastor Jim Polensky and 
Pastor Dale Gustafson join 
the team in building Happy 
Boxes. 

Our team built almost 200 
Happy Boxes which were all 
distributed in villages out-
side of Arad. 



“It was so exciting to be able 
to personally share the Gospel 
with dozens of people on an 
individual basis during the 
eye glass clinics and then in 
the homes of people as we 

delivered food 
boxes. One of 
the last homes 
we delivered a 
food box to on 
the last day 
was to a very 
poor family 
where the 
wife/mother 
was paralyzed.  
I had the op-
portunity to 

share the Gospel with the 
family and they all prayed to 
receive Christ into their lives. 
  
I believe God prepared the 
hearts of many as people 

seemed to be so receptive to 
the Gospel. Men and women 
would begin to cry when we 
started talking about Jesus. 
They were willing to listen 
and in a number of cases 
prayed to receive Jesus as 
their Savior.” 
  
Gary Losey 
Festival Director 
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me that although 
she knew about 
Jesus, she didn't 
know if she was 
going to heaven 
when she 
died. She also 
mentioned that her 
mother had died at 
age 86, so she 
didn't know how 
much longer she 
had on this earth. I was sud-
denly filled with a deep desire 
for Gaffia to come to know the 
Lord's love. The words began 
to come - simple thoughts that 
made His sacrifice and loving 
gift easy to understand. What a 
joy I felt that day as Gaffia 
chose to welcome the Lord 
into her life! God was so good 
to me -before the end of the 

“During the mission trip I was 
given a very personal blessing 
from the Lord. Although I 
have been active for years in 
the prayer ministry as an inter-
cessor, I have always had a 
private fear that I wouldn't 
know what words to use to 
share Christ with someone if 
the situation came up. Over 
time it had become an emo-
tional stronghold to the point 
that I had avoided opportuni-
ties to share the Gospel. Dur-
ing the trip to Romania I 
prayed for the Lord to break 
this fear and give me the abil-
ity to share the love and salva-
tion of Christ with others. On 
our third day of ministry dur-
ing one of our eyeglass clinics, 
I met an 86 year old woman 
named Gaffia who admitted to 

day, I had the opportunity to 
lead 7 more people to the 
Lord. Not only did God 
pour out His grace on these 
new believers, He broke 
through my own fear as an 
evangelist and gave me the 
confidence I needed to share 
His love.” 
  
Janet Noweir 

Team Testimonies 

work in their hearts and the 
emotion just poured out. I 
think it was obvious that He 
had prepared hearts in advance 
of our visit, and many of the 
people we met were ready to 

“It was such a privilege to see 
the Holy Spirit work in so 
many lives this past week. As 
we shared the Gospel with 
men and women who have so 
little, you could see the Lord 

make a commitment to 
Christ. What a blessing and 
privilege to be part of that 
miracle.” 
  
Steve Hannah 

Local civic leaders selected 
the homes in most need for 
the “Happy Boxes”.  Steve and 
Marcy Hannah bring this 
much needed gift to a grate-
ful woman.  

Over 1200 pairs of eye-
glasses were given out by 
Vickie Conte and the other 
team members.  

Not everyone receives Christ, 
but all are given the oppor-
tunity by team members like 
Dave Wacker, a long time 
board member.  

Jill Griffin helps this young 
boy with new glasses and 
tells him about Jesus. He 
prayed to receive Jesus into 
his heart. 
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Peru where we ministered with 
a team earlier this year. Pastor 
Rodriguez, a missionary from 
Cuba to Peru, shared how the 
Festival de la Amistad 
(Friendship Festival) totally 
changed his ministry. Just prior 
to the festival he had only 23 
people in his church. He 
encouraged his church to get 
involved in the festival and, as a 
result, more people came to 
Christ. As of this past week 
Pastor Rodriguez said that his 

This past month I have heard 
from some of our ministry 
friends in Tarapoto, Peru, 
Mbale, Uganda and Andra 
Pradesh, India. From each place 
where we have ministered, I 
hear encouraging stories of the 
legacy that EMM has left 
behind. Each one tells of 
church growth and of on-going 
evangelism as a result of our 
partnership with them. 

One of the emails I received 
was from a pastor in Tarapoto, 

church has quadrupled in size 
and he now has over 100 
people attending services!  

Making disciples is what we are 
about. Your gifts to EMM have 
long-term effects in the 
Christian community around 
the world. The Bibles you help 
us provide are a significant part 
of the follow-up process for 
new believers. Thank you for all 
you do for evangelism and for 
EMM! Your continual support 
allows us to spread God’s love 
to people in need.  

The Seed Keeps Bearing Fruit... 

the way home they were still 
discussing the message. The aspect of 
the shortness of life, the real meaning 
of it, and how unexpectedly death can 
appear.  

They had a half an hour drive back 
home, and on the way they were 
passing by the home of the doctor's 
best friend, a lady in her mid-40s, 
and they noticed an ambulance and 
another hospital car in front of the 
house. They stopped, and the lady 
doctor rushed in to see what was 
going on. Her best friend had just 
died of a heart attack.  

Often people hear the Gospel 
and are not ready to respond. 
This moving story from one of 
Dan’s interpreters  is a 
reminder that God takes the 
seed we plant and continues to 
fertilize it.  

“Marcel (one of the pastors from a 
local church plant) and his wife, 
Neliana, who works for the hospital 
in their village, had invited two 
guests, a lady doctor and a nurse, to 
the Medical dinner on Friday night. 
The dinner went really well, both 
guests left with good impressions. On 

When the lady doctor returned to 
the car to go home she said to 
Marcel, Neliana and her nurse: ‘I 
can't believe that she left 
unprepared (it was obvious that 
she was very, very shocked). Had 
it happened to me, I would have 
been unprepared too.’ The lady 
doctor was very touched, and as 
Marcel says, this will help build a 
bridge to continue to talk to her 
about decisions you have to make 
in this life, before it's too late.” 

Diana Rotcu 

Planting Seeds for the Future 
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Dan Owens’ 
devotions will be 
returning soon!  
To sign up email us at  
emm-info@eternityminded.org  

Hundreds of Bibles were 
given to new believers in 
Tarapoto, Peru this past 
July.  Our festival there in 
May has continued to bear 
fruit.  

One pastor called Dan’s mes-
sage, “Part marriage counsel-
ing and part evangelism” as 
Dan shared with a packed 
house of couples. There were 
several husbands and wives 
that came to Christ while 
holding hands and praying.  

College students in Arad 
were very receptive to the 
message Pastor Dale Gus-
tafson brought to them. 


